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solitude of his heart.   Returning at night from one
of these excursions, she surprised him at his piano*
forte.   Pale and ill, he could not recognise her for
several minutes ; for he had been steeped so long
in his imagined music that the world of reality had
quite dissolved.   Out of his nervous exhaustion at
this time were born some of his loveliest fantasies.
George Sand has described the circumstances in
which one of the Preludes was composed.   One
evening he was plunged into a terrible depression
by the torrential rain.   George Sand and her son
had left him that day for a shopping expedition
in Palma.    He had then been in good spirits.
The rain had come suddenly.    Having been
deserted by their  driver.   Sand   and  her son
travelled for six hours and arrived back at night,
without shoes,  worn  out  and  miserably wet,
themselves   scarcely   distinguishable   from   the
deluge*   They found Chopin frozen into a re-
signed despair.   He was in tears over a new com-
position he was playing.   When he saw them he
startled them with a great cry, and rose and in a
strange voice said,ce Ah, I knew you were dead ! "
Later he became more tranquil, and then told
them that he had seen their death in a dream
and, still playing the piano, had believed that he
too was dead.   He imagined himself drowned in
a lake, with heavy drops of icy water beating
regularly upon his chest.   When George Sand
called his attention to the rain beating in just such
a manner upon the roof and suggested that he had
carried the impression into his dream, he insisted